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ing 'The Leads/ and he had taken some chocolate and bread
since. However, he found a farmhouse not far off, and
brought me back a good dinner for thirty sols; after which
we walked for another four hours, and then stopped by the
roadside, twenty-four miles from Treviso. I was exhausted;
my ankles were swollen and my shoes worn through.
1^ felt that it was impossible for me to continue to travel
with: Balbi; to think for him as well as myself, and to be
constantly bickering and reproaching one another. His
presence irritated me in my worn and nervous state, and I
felt willing to pay any price to be rid of him.
*We must go to Borgo di Valsugano/ I said; cit is the
first town across the frontier of the Republic; we shall be
as safe there as if we were in London; but we must use
every precaution, and the first is to separate. You will go by
the woods of Mantello, and I by the mountains; you will
take the easiest and shortest way, and I the longest and most
difficult; you will have money, and I shall have none. I
make yo'u a present of my cloak, which you can easily change
for a coat and a hat; here is all that is left of the two
sequins I took from Asquini. You will be at Borgo the day
after to-morrow, in the evening, and I shall turn up about
twenty-four hours later. Wait for me at the inn which is
on the left, the last house in the town. For to-night I shall
trust to luck to find me a bed somewhere. I am absolutely in
need of rest and peace, which I can't get with you. I am,
moreover, certain that they are looking for us, and that if
we show ourselves together at any inn we shall be arrested.
You go your way, and let me go mine.'
*I have been expecting some such speech,' said Balbi, 'and
shall answer it by reminding you of all your promises. You
said we should not separate, and I do not intend toj your
fate shall be mine, and mine yours.'
*You are determined not to take my advice?*
cMost determined.'
We shall see.'
•'I took my instrument out of my pocket, and began quietly

